By the aid of the microscope and with a little management, it may be clearly seen that many of the processes of life depend upon these minute animals, and that the ordinary laws of matter, or the laws which regulate the material world, are totally out of the question in explaining the phenomena presented by these, the apparent rudiments of vitality.
The vitality and activity of the animalcula infusoria de- The whole substance of the conferva rivularis certainly aPpears to be nothing more than a condensed congeries of the animalcula infusoria. If a bason of water be half shaded from the sun, whilst the other half is exposed to its rays, we find the shaded water to be without the animalcula, whilst they swarm by myriads in the exposed portion.
if a sprig of mint be placed in this water, the fibres of the l0?ts extend and grow in the illuminated portion, but they ttiake no advance in the dark part. The 
